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Cattleman Reed Christmas and forester Clarence Thornock 
look over condition of Hobble Creek. j 


Anniversary observed 


By JOSEPHINE ZIMMERMAN 
Herald Staff Writer 

Twenty-five years ago they 

were bitter enemies - the Spring- 
ville Cattlemen’s Association and 
the Uinta National Forest. 
. Friday marked the 25th anni- 
versary of the time when Uinta 
National Forest officials made 
the decision to cut the cattle- 
men’s grazing allotment on the 
Hobble Creek Range by 84 per- 
cent because of poor range condi- 
tions. 

Today the cattlemen and Forest 
Service workers are friends and 
co-workers on the range. Friday 
they held a reunion to discuss 
“Hobble Creek then and now” 
and tour the range, much of 
which is now covered with lush 
foliage. 


“its like a civil war. The bul- 
lets have stopped, but the hurt is 
| still there,” Reed Christmas, 
| president of the Springville Live- 
stock Association, commented as 
| he stood beside Clarence Thor- 
nock, retired supervisor of the 
| Uinta National Forest, who made 
the critical decision 25 years ago. 


„protest from the cattlemen that 
went all the way to Washington 
D.C. The Forest Service's order 
prevailed, however, and the num- 
ber of cattle on the Hobble Creek 
range is still only one-third of 
what it was in 1958. 

| Thornock recalled that the For- 
| est Service cut both the number 
of cattle on the range and the 
| length of time they would be 
-allowed to graze. 


That decision set off a storm of | 


Low point was in 1964 when 
y 677 cattle grazed for a three- 
‘month period. Today there are 
944 cattle grazing for four 
months. 
— The range is divided into three 
pastures" which are used on a 
| rest-rotation basis to prevent ov- 
’ergrazing. 
While still declaring that the 
“matter could have been handled 
better 25 years ago, Christmas 
‚said, "Right now there's nobody 
"who is prouder of Hobble Creek 
"than I am.” 
> Looking back on the bitter bat- 
tle, Christmas said, “I never 
went to the Forest Service office 
that I wasn't angry. He added, 
however, that, "It looked like the 


ES 


hardest thing we had to do was 
clean our own house.” 
| Christmas believes strongly 
| that the cattlemen have cleaned 
their own house, but he believes 
| the off-road vehicle riders and 
the sportsmen who use the range 
| now need to do the same thing. 
“We've counted as many as 20 
| does killed by hunters during a 
hunting season. We and the 
| sportsmen need to live together 
| here," he said, pointing to the 
need to protect and preserve the 
range. 
Reed Christensen, the ranger 
| who bore the brunt of much of 
the cattlemen's frustration 25 


| years ago, recalled that “every- 


| body who walked in my office 
| was mad as hell." 
\ He called on Forest Service 


stand 
| fend livestock gr 


- seeding, plowing and broa 


Be d 
est.” í E 


Over the years the Forest Serv: 
ice has restored the sprawling 
and rugged range throi T 


RS 


ing on 3,000 acres. In most arez 
91 percent is currently classifie 
as being in good condition. s ha 
Don Nebeker, current forest À 

À 


pervisor, paid tribute to the an 
tlemen, saying the real reason | 
the range is doing well is becau i 
of the good management it re- | 
ceives from permitees. © ith 
Nebeker presented Ui ta Na 
tional Forest brass belt buckles 
to Jim Diamond, rider, and Mal- 
colm Condie and Sonny Crandall — 
of the Cattlemen's Association. 
He presented a western Stetson 
hat to Reed Christmas. Be 
Lt. Gov. Val Oveson told the 
group that the livestock indus 
is ‘‘big business critically impo 
tant to the state’s economic fu- 
ture.” He also emphasized — 
concept of multiple use of di 
land, saying, "If we lose sight of | 
that, we will diminish the > | 
est.” i au 
During the tour to upper reach- | 
es of the range, representatives 
of the Forest Servic d th 
Division of Wildlife u i 


cattlemen, representatives of 1 
Utah Division of Natur 
sources, Intermountain 
Forest Service officials, | 
County Commissioners, Bureau o 
Land Management officials, and 
representatives of e in- 
tain tn S 


ers. 


Wasatch County Cattle „ 
Producers Reminded To Vote 


ni 


Y 


On Beef Referendum May 10 


MAY (GbE 
Wasatch County beef and dairy , 
producers are reminded to vote May 
10 on the beef referendum. Voting 
will be in the Wasatch County 
USU Extension office in the court- 
house. 


"All cattle producers or those 
who imported cattle, beef or beef " 
products between Oct. 1, 1986, and " 
March 31, 1988, will be entitled to 
vote on the referendum,” said J.” 
Patrick Boyle, administrator of the * 
USDA's Agricultural Marketing 1 
Service. t 

ya 

"A simple majority will deter- 
mine if the national beef promotion: © 
will continue,” Boyle said. 4 

Producers began paying $1 a 
head Oct. 1, 1986, toward the Cat- 
tlemen's Beef Research and Promo- 
tion Board, which promotes beef 
consumption and conducts beef re- 
search, 


Val Warnick, Utah State 
University Extension Agent, 
Wasatch County, said the May 10 
referendum will be conducted during“ 
normal business hours which are 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 


“We encourage everyone who is 
eligible to vote on the referendum," 
Warnick said. For information on 
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voting, call the Wasatch County 
Extension office, 654-3211. 

"The Becf Rescarch and Promo- 
‚tion Board ¡is made up of 113 
members from ‚41. geographical 
„units nationwide, Utah, designated . 
as one unit, has one member on the 
„board, which consists of beef and 
veal producers, dairy producers, im- 
porters and members of farm orga- 


, nizations, 


á 


fort! 


culture Outlool 


organi: 


A 


